Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 10383 080713Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

109861 090219Z/66 

R 080708Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8607 

CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 10383 

EXDIS 

FOR EA/HOLBROOKE FROM AMBASSADOR 
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TAGS: MARR, JA 

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON DEFMIN KANEMARU 

1 . DURING COURTESY CALL JUNE 7 PRIOR TO HIS WASHINGTON 
MEETING WITH SECDEF, DEFMIN KANEMARU GAVE ME RUNDOWN ON 
CURRENT STATE OF PLAY ON COST-SHARING. HE SAID THAT AT 
JUNE 6 CABINET COMMITTEE MANY QUESTIONS HAD BEEN ASKED. 

HE PERSONALLY FELT THAT GOOD US-JAPAN SECURITY RELATIONS 
WERE INDISPENSABLE FOR JAPAN'S WELL BEING, AND SAID 
JAPANESE PEOPLE MUST ALSO FEEL SAME WAY OR THERE COULD 
BE NO PROGRESS. IN THIS REGARD, KANEMARU SAID IT WAS 
NOT SUFFICIENT THAT JAPAN MERELY RESPOND TO REQUESTS 
FOR COOPERATION FROM THE US. BUT THE GOJ MUST CAREFULLY 
CONSIDER SECURITY PROBLEMS AND ACT ON ITS OWN INITIATIVE. 

HE UNDERSTOOD THE FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES FACED BY THE US 
FORCES AS A RESULT OF DOLLAR DEPRECIATION AND THOUGHT 
THAT HIS CONSULTATIONS WITH SECDEF COULD HELP TO 
STRENGTHEN MUTUAL CONFIDENCE. WHILE PRIOR SOFA INTER- 
PRETATIONS PLACED RESTRICTIONS ON WHAT THE GOJ COULD DO. 

HE THOUGHT THEY COULD BE MODIFIED AND HAD INSTRUCTED 
RESPONSIBLE GOJ AGENCIES TO STUDY THE PROBLEM. HE SAID 
THAT CONCERNED AGENCIES. INCLUDING MOFA, WERE WORKING 
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HARD TO COME UP WITH SATISFACTORY PROGRAM TO BE INCOR- 
PORATED IN THE JFY 79 BUDGET. FINALLY KANE- 
MARU SAID PRIME MINISTER FUKUDA FULLY UNDERSTOOD THE 
SERIOUSNESS OF THE COST PROBLEMS FACED BY THE US MILITARY 
IN JAPAN, AND HE INTENDED TO COMPLY WITH THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S INSTRUCTION TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. 
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2. I SAID I WAS AWARE OF THE MINISTER'S NUMEROUS STATE- 
MENTS ADVOCATING COST-SHARING, AND EXPRESSED APPRECIATION 
FOR EFFORTS THE GOI WAS MAKING TO BE MORE FORTHCOMING 

IN THIS REGARD. I SAID I HOPED IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO 
MOVE FORWARD FROM THE SUCCESSFUL LABOR COST AGREEMENT 
WE HAD CONCLUDED LAST YEAR. AS THE MINISTER KNEW, 
COST-SHARING HAD NOT BEEN RAISED DURING THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON, THE REASON BEING THAT 
WE UNDERSTOOD THE EFFORT THE GOJ WAS MAKING TO BE RE- 
SPONSIVE TO OUR NEEDS. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE KANEMARU'S VIEWS ON COST-SHARING 
ARE FIRMLY ON THE RECORD IN THE FORM OF PRESS INTERVIEWS, 
DIET STATEMENTS AND SPEECHES, THIS TO MY KNOWLEDGE IS 
THE MOST FORTHCOMING DIRECT AFFIRMATION WE HAVE HAD OF 
HIS POSITION. I AM PARTICULARLY STRUCK BY HIS MENTION OF 
FUKUDA'S INTEREST. CLEARLY THERE IS A LONG WAY TO 

GO BEFORE CONCRETE PROPOSALS WILL BE FORTHCOMING FROM 
THE GOI, BUT I FIND THE DEGREE OF POLITICAL COMMITMENT 
REFLECTED IN KANEMARU'S REMARKS HEARTENING. HIS APPROACH 
TO THE PROBLEM, WHICH WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY HEARD FROM 
SONODA - THAT THE US SHOULD MAKE ITS NEEDS KNOWN AND THE 
GOJ WILL DETERMINE WHAT IT CAN DO - IS A SOUND ONE, 

AND ARGUES THAT WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO WORK COOPERATIVELY 
ON THIS PROBLEM WITHOUT GETTING INTO THE LIMELIGHT. 
MANSFIELD 
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